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flourished for some time in the court of Narasimha I (Mahamalla)
during A. D. 630-60, because in his Kdvyadarsa Dandin refers to a
Saiva king called Rajavaraia1, who has been identified with Raja-
simha Pailava (Narasimha Yaraa II) who was known as a devout
Saiva,3 In chapter V of that work it is said that it was only
composed for giving lessons in rhetoric to a royal prince.s Whether
this identification is accepted or not, some internal evidence may be
cited in order to determine his date. In his Avahtisuhdarlkatha Dandin
refers to the great Kalidasa and his reference to caksu-ksati (affliction
in the eye) has been interpreted to be an allusion to Kumaradasa
who was blind. Dandin in this work again mentions Narayana
Bhatta, probably the author of the Vmisamhfira. Again in an incom-
plete verse lie refers to the "emperor of poets" (Kamnam-cakmvar-
tinam] who might be Bharavi, his great grand-father. Finally he
points clearly to Bana and to Mayura iri the following words:
Bhinnas tikmamukhendpi cilram Bdnena nirvyathah
Vyaharisu yau llndm na Mayurahi
From these references especially to Bana it may definitely be concluded
that Dandin must have lived after Bana, that is, after A, D. 610
(C. 600-25) and he may with some confidence be placed in the first
half of the seventh century. It may be remembered that he wrote
the well-known romances Dasakumdracaritat Kavyadarsa, and Avanti-
suftdarikatha*
Dandin's reference to Bana and Mayura also suggests that they
were possibly contemporaries. It is interesting to note that Bana in
the Har$acarita refers among his friends to one snake-doctor called
Mayuraka,5 who has already been identified with the Mayura who
wrote the Surya-sataka* It has been recorded that his poetic abilities
during a recital once attracted the attention of the emperor Harsa-
vardhana, who summoned him to his court, where he became a
serious rival to the better known Bana, who might have been his
father-in-law.8 It has also been suggested that Mayura Stava might
also have been one of his works. 7 Mayura was therefore in all
likelihood the contemporary of Bana and must have lived in the
firat quarter of the seventh century.
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